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HAROLD J. CONE 


Those of you who live in New London and read The Day, are aware of the fact 
that our president, Harold J. Cone, died very suddenly, 17 February. It 
will be shocking news to those who live outside the area. Our only conso- 
lation has been that he departed as he had frequently said he would like to 
go, with no lingering illness and no nursing homes. He has left a big gap 
that won't readily be filled, for he was a walking encyclopedia on the his- 
tory of New London, Sepeetal te in the 19th and early 20th centuries. When 
asked for information, always our first idea was "Ask Harold", and Harold 
invariably knew the answer, and could cite year, month and when applicable, 
the day. We are not absolutely sure of this, but so often we hear the front 
door close, then slow steps coming up the stairs, and think ''Here is Harold", 
and look up and see nobody. We like to think it may be so, that he is still 
with us, in spirit as well as in our thoughts. 


The Society is establishing a Memorial Fund in his name, for a purpose to 
be decided by a committee, but it will pertain to either the newspaper col- 
lection, purchasing or binding what we marr have, or to the library. 
Both were very near and dear to Harold's heart. Anyone wishing to make a 
donation to this fund, may do so. 


Anthony Lyon, a Vice-President, has been named Acting President by the 
Board of Directors. 


CHANGES IN THE VICTORIAN PARLOR 


Thanks to a grant from the Palmer Fund, the black marble fireplace and 
plastered wall around it, heve been removed, and we have uncovered the last 
cement panelling in the Mansion. It has been a dusty three weeks, but for 


the umpteenth time, we have survived and the dust has beer ‘cleared away, 
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and the house is clean again, even to all the prisms that are here. Did 
anyone ever count them? Take my advice and don't, it boggles the mind. 


This fireplace had been badly wrecked in the process of making the change 
to the marble one, and the curator for one, was in grave doubts that eany= 
One could ever do anything about it. It was in much the worst condition 
of any we have previously opened up. But master masons are just that, mas- 
ters of their craft, and little by little, changes took place, so now one 
could hardly believe the finished product was ever the shambles it had been, 
The early fireback was found, but it hadn't been as carefully put away be- 
hind a brick wall as had been the case with the others, so, lying in the 
rubble just behind the mounting for the iron grate, it had rusted almost 
beyond recognition of the fact that it was identical to the one in the 
dining-room, same design, and the date 1758 at the base of it. It took a 
keen eve to recognize the design, and unfortunately when it was mounted on 
the back of the fireplace, it was put up backwerés, so the date no longer 
shows. By the time it was discovered it was too late to do anything about 
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As in the drawingroom, there was a cupboerd between the fireplace and the 
front wall of the house, but a little larger than then one in the drawing- 
room. It had been filled solidly with brick. And just to the right of the 
fireplace, just about at the original floor level, was a hole into the wall, 
filled with brick, dirt and rubble. The masons pulled some of it out, dis- 
covering that it was a flue, neatly lined with cement, about 14 inches ; 
squére. The word flue is used for lack of a better term, but it may not have 
been, and it shows absolutely no sign of ever having been used, no discolo- 
ration from smoke or any soot deposits. What it was ever built for, is any-- 
one's guess. Neither the mason nor the architect could come up with an ans- 
wer. It hadn't opened into the room, or the cellar, there had been a large 
stone at the bottom of it. It goes all the way up, or at least as far as 
the mason could reach, for he didn't want to pull out all the rubble above, 
in case there should be a sudden landslide from higher up. There was never 
e furnace in the cellar at the end, there were no signs of an opening for a 
stovepipe, so it may have been just an idiosyncracy of the Acadians, like 
the cement panelling. Whatever it was, it is now filled in at the base and 
cemented over, and this is the only record of it. 


This wall is the first one that we didn't find painted buttermilk red. It 
had been Spanish brown on stiles and rails, with the panels just a little 
lighter. It was not an attractive color, so no thought was given to doing 
it over that way. Fortunately we had on hand the mantel we had bought to 
use in the diningroom, until we discovered the molding around that fireplace 
opening, so that has been mounted, and the wall painted the same gold as 
the woodwork, with the cupboard watermelon red, and it makes the room much 
larger in appearance, although actually it is only four inches longer. It 
is worth seeing, if you are ever driving by and can get into the Mansion. 
Bank Street is being excavated again and by the time they make their way 
past the littlevgreen, the dust will probably be as thick in the house as 
it was two weeks ago. 
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we HOME REMEDIES 


| Conserve of Red Roses 

Take a pound of rose buds, cleared of their heels; beat them well in a mor- 

| tar, and adding by degrees two pounds of double refined sugar, in powder, 
make a conserve. After the same manner are prepared the conserves of orange 
peel, rosemary flowers, sea-wormwood, of the leaves of wood-sorrel, &c. 


The conserve of roses is one of the most agreeable and useful preparations 
belonging to this class. A drachm or two of it, dissolved in warm milk, is 
ordered to be given as a gentle restringent in weakness of the stomach, and 
likewise in phthisical coughs and spitting of blood. To have any consider- 
able effects, however, it must be taken in larger quentities. 


Electuary for the Rheumatism 
Take of conserve of roses, two ounces; cinnabar of antimony, levigated, an 
ounce and a half; gum guaicaum, in powder an ounce; syrup of ginger, a suf- 
ficient quantity to make an electuary. In obstinate rheumatisms, which are 
hot accompanied with a fever, a teaspoonful of this electuary may be taken 
twice a day with considerable advantage. 


Anodyne Fomentation 


Take of white poppy-heads, two ounces; elder flowers, half an ounce; weter, 
three pints. Boil till one pint is avaporated, and strain out the liquor. — 
This fomentation, as its title expresses, is used for relieving acute pain. 


Cordial Julep 


Take of simple cinnamon-water, four ounces; Jamaica pepper-water, two oun- 
ces; volatile aromatic spirit, and compound spirit of lavander, each two 
drachms; syrup of orange-peel, an ounce. Mix them. This is given in the 
dose of two spoonfuls three or four times a day, in disorders accompanied 
with great weakness and depression of spirits. 


Vinegar of Roses 
Take of red roses, half a pound; strong vinegar, half a gallon. Infues in 
a close vessel for several weeks, in a gentle heat; and then strain the li- 
quor. This is principally used as an embrocation for headaches, &c. 


Above from DOMESTIC MEDICINE, by William Buchan... New-London, Printed by 
Thomas C. Green, 1795 7 


ACCESSIONS 


Marshall's History of New London County, 1922 - Gift of Bunnell High School 
Library, Stratford, Conn. 

Silver butter knife, gone-handled - Gift of Lucretia Shaw Chapter, DAR 

Small 3-tined, bone-handled fork - Gift of Lucretia Shaw Chapter, DAR 

Connecticut Gazette, July 6, 1787 - Gift of Mrs. Ralph Dysters, Sun City, 
Arizona 

Landscapes & Gardens for Historic Buildings, by Rudy J. Favretti - Bought 
by Society 
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> sets of architectural plans for A.H. & F.H. Chappell buildings and one sex 
of plans for A.H.Chappell house, Federal St. - Gift of R.B. Chappell, Jr 

Isaac Fitch of Lebanon, Conn., Master Joiner, 1734-91 - Gift of William L. 
Warren, author 

Our Campbell Ancestors, by Rose S. Vincent - Gift of Rose 'S.: Vincent 

1868 map of New London, removed from Beers' Atlas & 5 sheets from Atlas with 
illustrations & directory - Gift of R.B.Chappell, Jr. 

Pencil drawing of Winthrop HOuse, and same of Old Mill - Loaned, to be given 
at a later date, by Mr. & Mrs. Frederic Milholland, Princeton, N.J. 

Framed muster roll of lst Conn. Heavy Artillery (mustered mostly from New 
London)1861 = Gift of Westerly Public Library 

3 bills on Stonington Bank - Gift of Mrs. Harry A. Nichols, Canaan, N.H. 

English Silver Pocket Nutmeg Graters, by Elizabeth Miles - Gift of Lyman 
Allyn Museum 


Don't forget to send the office any change of address. It costs us money 
when mail has to be returned. 


Resident Curator = Mrs. Adam L. Knox Phone = 443-1209 


FROM: 


The New London County Historical 
Society - Shaw Mansion 

11 Blinman Street 

New London, CT. 06320 
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